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SESSION 1 (9:00 – 10:15 AM) 

CTE Changes & Perkins 5 

• Session #1 (9:00 - 10:15 AM) Conference "War" Room  
• Jennifer Williamson, Media Educator, West Bloomfield High School 
• Bill Wolbrink, Media Educator, Careerline Tech Center (Holland) 

There have been big changes from Lansing for CTE programs and its funding. This open dialague 
is for to all teachers and administrators--whether you're hoping to get certification or you're in 
need of the vitals for your existing situation. 

 

Local News Production Careers & Skill Sets 

• Session #1 (9:00 - 10:15 AM) Classroom  
• Laura Moore, Journalist, News Manager/Producer/Vice-President 
• Alex Kimbrough, Director Fox2News, Writer 

Join veteran local news vice-president and director for what makes for successful local news 
production--including careers and continuing opportunities despite the changes in technology, 
AI and budgets. 

 

New LED Lighting Systems 

• Session #1 (9:00 - 10:15 AM) Back Shop Area  
• Jeremy Schroeder, Freelance Producer/Grip, MPI Instructor  

Hands-on LED lights explained--and some great new and aGordable technology available in 
lighting. 

 

Teaching Media Through a Learner-Centered Lens 

• Session #1 (9:00 - 10:15 AM) Stage A (smaller set)  
• Matt Firsten, Senior Media Designer, University of Michigan's Center for Academic 

Innovation,  ,  

In this session, you’ll hear from a West Bloomfield High School alum and former Michigan 
Student Film Festival participant as he shares his journey building a career in the broadcast and 
multimedia industry. The session will also highlight emerging media trends relevant to film and 
media educators and introduce learner-centered teaching practices designed to support and 
inspire the next generation of media makers. 
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SESSION 2 (10:30 - 11:45 AM) 

AI and Media Production 

• Session #2 (12:30 - 1:45 PM) Classroom  
• Steve Geresy, Media Educator, Grosse Pointe Schools, 
• Bill Wolbrink, Media Educator, Careerline Tech Center (Holland) 

What's the latest in AI in media production, gear/sofware, student assessment, lesson planning 
and more in this roundtable discussion. 

 

Latest Cool & ABordable Media Tech 

• Session #2 (10:30 - 11:45 AM) Presentation Area  
• Adam Burns, Media Educator, Troy Athens High School  

Learn about a variety of equipment options for your classroom. Participants will be able to test a 
variety of equipment and are encouraged to bring some of their favorites (in hand or in mind) to 
share in a roundtable discussion.  

 

Podcasting Best Practices, Gear & Client Work 

• Session #2 (10:30 - 11:45 AM) Conference "War" Room  
• Jon Gay, Owner of JAG Podcast Production Agency  

Here you will learn the do's and don't of podcasting. This includes equipment, software, and 
show execution 

 

Student Internships & Career Paths in Digital Media (1st of 2) 

• Session #2 (10:30 - 11:45 AM) Stage A (smaller set)  
• Travis Marcus Fletcher, Director of Digital Strategy, HOUR Media  

We'll examine the latest trends in digital marketing and its many career paths for students--
including the important internship opportunities, skill-sets and do's and don'ts for getting way 
beyond your students' feet just in the door. 
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SESSION 3 (12:30 – 1:45 PM) 

Favorite Media Projects / Curricula Exchange / Rubrics 

• Session #3 (12:30 - 1:45 PM) Classroom  
• Stephany Harbison, Media Educator, Romeo High School,  ,  

Bring your own success stories/syllabi/rubrics and questions to this fun and engaging 
brainstorming session with seasoned veterans and those just starting media programs. 

 

Start a Film Club 

• Session #3 (12:30 - 1:45 PM) Conference "War" Room  
• Barton Bund, Actor/Filmmaker,  ,  

Students form groups and create stunning original films. This year’s theme: ‘The Art of 
Dreaming.’ A creative and imaginative approach to filmmaking.  

 

Student Internships & Career Paths in Digital Media (2nd of 2) 

• Session #3 (12:30 - 1:45 PM) Stage A (smaller set)  
• Travis Marcus Fletcher, Director of Digital Strategy, HOUR Media  

We'll examine the latest trends in digital marketing and its many career paths for students--
including the important internship opportunities, skill-sets and do's and don'ts for getting way 
beyond your students' feet just in the door. 

 

Turning Your Class into a Film Crew (1st of 2) 

• Session #3 (10:30 - 11:45 AM) Stage B (large set)  
• Tara Plizga, Assistant Producer, MPI Instructor, 
• Jeremy Schroeder, Freelance Producer/Grip, MPI Instructor 

How transform those passive students behind their desks into an eGicient movie production 
team--exploring key departmental roles and skill-sets of each. 
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SESSION 4 (2:00 – 3:15 PM) 

DAFT Media Teacher Support - Implementation Roundtable 

• Session #4 (2:00 - 3:15 PM) Stage A (smaller set)  
• Kathy Vander, Producer/Director/Writer, DAFT Board 
• Kevin Walsh, Faculty & Director of Film, Video & Television at LTU, DAFT Board 

We'll take a deeper dive following our luncheon roundtable for how DAFT's can improve its 
teacher support, workshops and field trips and our annual events--including the film festival, 
the teacher and student symposium our summer Focal Point film camp--and even our annual 
Movie Trivia Night fundraiser. 

 

PBS News Student Reporting Labs & Storymaker - Amplifying Student Voice 

• Session #4 (2:00 - 3:15 PM) Classroom  
• Mke Conrad, Media Educator, Royal Oak High School  

PBS News Student Reporting Labs (SRL) equips Students to recognize their power as journalists 
and members of their communities. SRL is a hands-on journalism training program that 
connects Students to real-world experiences, and Educators to tools, resources, and 
community.     StoryMaker is a free resource platform from PBS News Student Reporting Labs 
and the starting point for educators and students who want to participate in the program. 

 

Student Film Storytelling on a Small Budget 

• Session #4 (2:00 - 3:15 PM) Conference "War" Room  
• Curtis Clark, Freelance filmmaker, MPI Instructor  

If you or your students are interested making an indie film, entering it in the right festivals—all 
while working on a shoestring budget, be sure to join Curtis Clark who’s not only got his own 
experiences but can relay dozens of similar stories that have come through the halls of MPI. 

 

Turning Your Class into a Film Crew (2nd of 2) 

• Session #4 (2:00 - 3:15 PM) Stage B (large set)  
• Tara Plizga, Assistant Producer, MPI Instructor 
• Jeremy Schroeder, Freelance Producer/Grip, MPI Instructor 

How transform those passive students behind their desks into an eGicient movie production 
team--exploring key departmental roles and skill-sets of each. 

 


